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Innovative Application of Administralive
Adjudication Paternity Determination in Georgia

By Lois Oakley'

The Wellire Roeform Acrequires the stares to urilize
alionis teative procedues o exopedite child suppart-related
procedures. See 42 ULS.C55 6660a) & () (2008 Drorma's
child support sratute grants the Geargla Othee of Smre Admin-
woacive Hearings the awthericy to adjudicace the ssue of
pateeruty and cetablishes that an adminsearive determinadon
has Fthe same force and effeer a2 judicial decres”

This legisladve famework provides e aoheny [oean amo-
vative adjudication process wittin the jursdicion of Geomgias
centrzl panel. The szate Supreme Court b chserved it Vdoe
pccest, nnlike some legal rales, is noe a techedeal conecprion
wth o fixed content wnrelated o tine, phoe and clircumstaness.”
Modin v, Shale Bar, 275 G b4, 560 (2000, This flexibilig
i evideneed e desigo ol ae adouisteatme adjudicarion
prescess which is convenient to the parties, provides expeditions
adjudicatons and results in amicable resolutions,

Lhe adjudwanion process is commenced by the oribunal’s
nelificabion of the putative pareat of 2 hearing for the deser-
minarion of paternivy beton an svminsmive b podge.

The putadve parents are welcomed at the hearing site by a
constellation af child suppore speadalisce who ane pn:]:-'.u:m] Lin
resnbc batl the dererminanian of parernity and the comllary
suppert shisgiman inoan expediious aacnen, Present ar the
hearng lecuvn are genede serveners and Qoaneal data inake
specialists, as well 4 child suppuort agens who are skilled at the
mediatar ofsupport agreeriens. Asslsting with the documen-
ivn ol enimmeahle orders ave staff arorneys Bom the Georgla
e oS SAdmimsracye Hearings, Those cases which

are ol reselved ifonmally e deternvined at an svidentiany
hearing by an adminisratae T jucdge

The success of the admirastrrive paternaty delerimmaiuo
process in Geongla is atmibuteble to the dexibility mlenen in
state administrative adjudication. The staeewide jurizdiction
confered upon a cenral panel is emploved to avoid the delay
irmsnbvend when jurisdhconal isoes dicrare 2 second Aling ma
Judicial contese, 1he sdmusteative process provides the ahiling
to site the adjudicarions in locations which allow the conflu-
ence of all necessary services. Experimentation with innossiive
scheduling rechnigues bas resulted in the saccesstil resoluton
wlan wowsually lugh velume of cases, The alsence of filing fees
for aduyirdstrative adjudications and successfil sovice of proces
by mzd] contributes to an incxpensive parernicy decerminzion
procedure for che benefic of Geargial children. The sueces of
the pracsss can alsa ke measared by the reladvely lanme nuenber
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af cases which are rsolved anucably in sdvanec ofan admin=
sstrative bearing, Anmally thousands of Georgla tamilics are
henefitted by this immessnive shjudicaion procass,

The tlexibiliey of siminisrative adjudcation has hean
Tharnessed o provide & user-friendly [orun for the expeditions
and inexpensive adjedication of paterrdry and child soppart
abligmtinns throughout Georgla.

Private Due Process Goes fo the Movies
By Michael Asimour

When toderal, stare, or el governmient deprrves you of
libersy or property, the due proces clases of the brh and 14th
amendments requice 1 to provide a bearing However, a2 aon-
okl actar (s yonr Boss) does the same thing, fucers|
e preess does nolapplds, [nomarters of adminismative law,
Cabiforrau s 2 mavecrick, and a leng line of Calitornia commmon-
law cases npp]i:s e process ko derisicns nf'pmv:rﬁ.ﬂ T:rivz.te
sechor decionmakes.

o escample, California law requires a private hoepital 1o
provide o Learmg when i rernoves a physician from the seall
A privawe nwedical arganization that contrals access o pracrice
raust provide 2 hearing when it refuses w adiic an applicant,
Uions that conerel acces: te employinent s do the same,
In a major extension of privats due process, U Califorma
Suprame Court required 2 health insurance company to
prowide 8 Traring when ickicked o docror off the preferred
prowider pane] besnse of Lo rony malpractice claims, Petvin
v Metre, Life Irs. G, 55 Cal 1 pletd 404 (20000, The possibili-
ries are endles.

Tk Yari was one of six credited producers of e Oscar
winingy best=Alin Crah bus wasa® on the stage wheo the
producers pucked up their statuettes, Ok three producers gt
o busk 1 the glory i0d give speeches thanking their peis. The
chaice of the top thrve i mede by the Producers Guild and
15 accepred by 2 commires of the Motion Pt Acadermy
which presents the sward Yard complained bitterly to rhe Guilid
and the Acadenwy but got nowhere. They elso rebsed ro g
biirm 3 hiesirings

The Califrn Could ufﬁppm'l refiused to exzend privace doe
process toYart's clairn becanse the docision in quesien was not
s trnpareant to¥ae!s e as chose mentivnad shove, Yo v,
Prandurers Cialed of Amianen, 73 CalPoper. 3 803 (20080 1 he
Guald'’s decision Jdidn't prevant him from practiciog bis proles-
siom 45 2 uwovie producer sinee the Cnild doesn’t concrol access to
thar profession. Instead, the deision wae aoalytically similar to the
Acadentys decision as w0 whar actor will wan the Oscar—and
tha ronrre was not ahout f extend o hearng L'iH}Il tes the losers!

MWevertheless, privats due proces is an exparding comeops,
both in ehe LS angd arownd the wordd, sspecially m this era of
privazion vl goverent luncions, Laveyers should warch
tior opperiimities to extend the Califoouia procedeons o their
hame seazes. €
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